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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE COST ACTION G7 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON "ARTWORK CONSERVATION BY LASER"".

(combined with Working Groups’ meeting and workshop)

5-7 JUNE 2003 FLORENCE (ITALY)
_______________________________________________________________________

1.

WELCOME TO PARTICIPANTS  

The Chairman and the Scientific Officer welcomed the participants on behalf of COST. Dr. Renzo Salimbeni welcomed the participants on behalf of the inviting Italian Delegation and made a short presentation of the meeting’s premises (Regione Toscana). 

2.

PRESENTATION OF NEW DELEGATIONS

The Scientific Officer informed the Committee that due to last minute flight problems the Maltese representatives were not able to join the meeting.

3.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Agenda was adopted without modifications

4.

APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 6TH MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (17-19/10/2002 Vantaa)

The Minutes of the MC meeting in Vantaa (FIN) were approved without modifications.

5.

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON

The Chairman informed the Delegates that due to new professional activities he would not be able to continue as Chairman of the Action.

The Delegates and the Scientific Officer thanked Dr. Vassilis Zafiropulos for all the work 

he has undertaken as Chairman of COST G7.   

There were 2 candidate for the position of the Chairperson: Dr. Marta Castillejo and Dr. Renzo Salimbeni. After a short presentation of each of the candidates and the relevant voting results, the Delegates appointed Dr. Renzo Salimbeni as Chairman of the Action.

Dr. Roxana Radvan was re-appointed as Vice-Chairwoman of the Action.

The Chair and the Vice-Chair thanked the delegates and confirmed their willingness to work towards the realisation of the objectives of the Action. 

6.

BUDGETARY SITUATION / CHANGES WITHIN COST PROGRAMME

The Scientific Officer reported that due to the COST transition, for 2003 COST Actions have been allocated a transitional period budget.  The budget of COST G7 for 2003 amounts to ~=33.900 EUR which was used towards the organisation of the current meeting. Some further contribution might be available around fall, which could allow organising the next MC meeting in November, but this should be confirmed.

The Scientific Officer gave a report on the future of COST. The Commission will not undertake the management of COST during the 6th Framework Programme (2003-2006). As a result the COST Committee of Senior Officials has decided to enter into negotiations with the European Science Foundation where the COST Secretariat will be transferred at the end of 2003. The Commission is currently negotiating the relevant contract with the ESF- as the COST budget still comes under the 6 Framework Programme- and it is expected that the contract with the ESF will be signed by the end of August. The Scientific Officer noted that this will not have any implications to the scientific work of the Action but is rather a change of COST management, which could lead to simplified administrative procedures.

Due to this change and the budget restrictions this year, it is advised that Delegates agree to two potential meeting dates for the next MC meeting: one in November 2003 and one in March 2004.

It is expected that the ESF COST Secretariat should be fully functioning at the beginning of 2004.

7.

REPORT ON THE G7 HOMEPAGE

Dr. Radvan gave an overview of the work undertaken for the COST Action’s homepage

The Delegates should send any contributions to the web database to Dr. Radvan. Further information regarding future projects of the Action or relevant issues should also be included in the homepage. 

8.

SHORT-TERM SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS (STSM)

Dr. Zafiropulos noted that the four missions approved during the Berlin meeting (see relevant minutes) have now been completed and all relevant reports are submitted to FORTH.

1/ Ms. E. Rebollar from CSIC, Madrid (E) to FORTH - IESL, Heraklion (GR) (WG 1). 

2/ Ms. M. Bondadi from University of Insubria Como, (IT) to FORTH - IESL, Heraklion (GR), (WG2). 

3/ Ms. S.C. Santos from Blueline, Lisbon (P) to VNR-IEQ, Florence (IT) (WG1).

4/ Ms. H Wallner-Holle from the Academy of Fine arts, Vienna, (A) to BAM Federal Institute for Material Research and Testing, Berlin (DE) (WG1). 

Due to the change of the Finish Delegate one mission that was approved during the last meeting for a visit to EVTEK has been cancelled:

-
Ms.. Vivi Tornari from FORTH – IESL, Heraklion (GR) to EVTEK Vantaa (FIN))

One more mission is approved and is currently under way :

-
Ms. Ioana Gomoiu from the Institute of Biology, Romanian Academy (RO) to the National Hellenic Research Foundation (GR) (WG1). 

Dr. Zafiropulos noted that, the above missions concluded, the remaining balance of the STSM contract should be enough to have 2-3 more missions. 

The Scientific Officer noted that the final due date of the contract is 16 December 2003.  That means that all remaining missions must be approved and concluded before that day. If not a prolongation of the contract should be asked to the Commission prior to this date.

Delegates are therefore kindly requested to send urgently any further requests for STSM as soon as possible to Dr. Zafiropulos. 

The Committee also agreed to ask a new contract of STSM next year to the ESF from the budget of the Action in 2004 as soon as this would be possible.
9.

REVIEW OF THE WORK UNDERTAKEN BY THE WORKING GROUPS - 

The WG leaders presented the work undertaken by each Working Group and the future work plan for each Group was agreed (see separate minutes).
10.

DISCUSSION ON THE ACTIVITY REPORT

The Delegates were informed that COST Action G8 would have its meeting in July 2002 in Brussels.  The Chairman was asked to make contact with the Chairman of COST G8 and if possible plan a common meeting between the two Actions.

The Scientific Officer noted that a common meeting will be a welcome opportunity to

exchange views and work closely together. 

Vasco Fassina informed the Committee that an Italian proposal for determination of

standards in the conservation activity was accepted by CEN (European Committee for

Standardisation). Laser techniques are also likely to be included in these standards in the

future.
The Committee also expressed its wish that COST Action G7 is promoted by the Delegates when they attend relevant events.

11.

PLACE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the MC and the WGs is scheduled to be held in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Depending on budget availability, two dated were agreed for the meeting:

Either 13-15 November 2003 or 18-19 March 2004.

Ms. Margarida Pires, who will be the local organiser of this meeting, noted that there is the possibility to organise the meeting together with an EULASNET meeting so that both parties can benefit from a possible common session and exchange of views/ projects.

The Scientific Officer noted that Delegates would be informed as soon as possible about the final date of the next meeting. 

Delegates are kindly requested NOT make any travel arrangements before they receive the written confirmation of the meeting from the Scientific Officer. 

Greece expressed its interest to host the next meeting of 2004 after Portugal in Corfu.   The Scientific Officer noted that due to budget shortage countries that wish to organise these 2 next meetings/workshops would probably have to take over all costs related to the organisation of the event.
Anna Danti

Scientific Officer COST G7
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