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	Description of the activity 
Cleaning of postcards of the end of 19th century with the new Laser Nd:YAG Laser DiNY pQ
Eight post cards, which show images of European cities, landscapes etc. were available of the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna. The presentations were done by using printing techniques as chromolithography, halftone engraving and collotype. They are objects of the end of the 19th beginning 20th centuries. Several cleaning methods using solvents, detergents, surfactants, gels etc. were be compared with the technique of Laser. 

In an international project (LACLEPA) the BAM (Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing, Berlin) gained first valuable results and experiences in this field. Additionally, the Institution was obtain a new Laser, which works in the range of 532 nm. The cleaning- tests with that laser on the eight postcards were very promising.

In the next time the cleaning procedures will be evaluated by colour measurements and visual comparison.
It is planned to publish the results in a journal for conservation-restoration. 

The aim of the short mission was to compare the results obtained by cleaning techniques such as laser cleaning with the new Nd: YAG Laser DiNY pQ with the traditional dry and wet methods by  paper conservation. The postcard surface is  very sensitive by wet conservation processes. Very thin layers of inks there are on the paper surfaces. The dirt adhered on the ink and fibres of paper. The cleaning tests with the laser were very promising.

The new laser, which works in the range of 532 nm, is qualified for cleaning for such difficult surfaces. 
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